
Contents 

Tables ix 

Preface xi 

Note on Transliteration xiv 

Abbreviations xv 

Introduction  
The Dynamics of  Eschatology  
Society and State in the Age of Decline  

PART I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy: The Evolution of Learned  33 
The  Establishment 34 
The Shaykhi School   

Prophets and Prophecies: Sufism and Popular Religion 70 
The Sufi Millenarians  

The  Revival and Other Trends  
Speculations of   89 
Popular Yearnings 93 

PART n. THE FORMATION OF THE MOVEMENT 

The Merchant-Saint of Shiraz  
Childhood and   
Becoming a Merchant  
Asceticism and Ethics  3  

In the Holy Cities  

Self-Education  

Intuitive Experiences  

 



 Contents 

4 Seeking the Secret Gate: The Emergence of the Movement  
 Husayn  the First Believer  

The Proclamation of Shiraz 166 
The Early Disciples  

 Muhammad 'Ali    
Early Doctrine and Organization  
Fulfilling the Prophecies  
Qayyüm ai-Asma: A Babi Manifesto  

PART m. EXPANSION AND OPPOSITION 

Facing the World: Declarations of Iraq and   
 Emissary to the Holy Land  

The Baghdad Trial 220 
The Bab's Pilgrimage to Mecca 238 

 and   
Harassment and Refuge 254 

Letters of Light, Letters of Fire: The Babi 'Ulama and 
Their Adversaries 260 
The Shaykhi Converts  
The Babis of Khurasan and Other Circles 273 
The Shaykhi Opposition in Kirman 286 

Qurrat  The Remover of the Veil 295 
Background and Family  
Conversion and Leadership 299 
En Route to Qazvin  
Captivity, Revolt, and Death  

The Shaping of the Community: Merchants, Artisans, and Others 332 
The Changing Economy 333 

 Babi Merchants 339 
The Babi Artisans  
Converts from the Government Ranks  
The Babi Community: An Assessment  

The Final Break 372 
Imprisonment and Protest 373 
The Tribunal of Tabriz  
Martyrdom 394 

Epilogue 405 

Glossary  

Note on the Sources 422 

Selected Bibliography  

Index  


